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From the Editor
This issue of Transactions of the Burgon Society is for 2006 but is being
published more than a year late, for which I must apologize. However, we have the
material to hand for the next issue and expect to publish and distribute it by the
summer of 2008, with Volume 8 to follow at the end of the year. This will bring us
back on schedule and we aim to produce a volume at the end of each year
thereafter.
Once again we are fortunate to have contributions of a very high standard, two
of them based on dissertations submitted for the FBS. Here is a remarkable variety
of topics from the Middle Ages to the present day: an elusive degree long defunct;
a thriving profession and how it has moved in recent times into a relationship with
the academic world; sixteenth-century laws on dress in England and Wales; the
scheme of robes in a modern Scottish university; and the latest in a series of studies
on the colours used in academic robes.
Since the publication of the last volume of Transactions, two honorary Fellows
of the Society, George Shaw and Len Brown, both regarded with great respect and
affection, have died. Tributes to them are included in this issue.
I would like to thank the members of the Editorial Board for their continued
help. The rigour with which they evaluate material submitted for publication truly
makes this a ‘refereed journal’, and I am grateful for their practical support and
advice.
Alex Kerr
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The Burgon Society
Officers, Fellows and other Subscribing Members
(as at 31 December 2007)

Officers
Patrons
The Rt Revd and Rt Hon. Richard J. C. Chartres, MA (Cantab), BD (Lambeth),
DLitt (Guildhall), DD (London), DD (City), DD (Brunel), FSA, FBS
James P. S. Thomson, MS (London), DM (Lambeth), FRCS, FBS
President
John Birch, MA (Sussex), DMus (Lambeth), FRCM, FRCO(CHM), LRAM,
FRSA, FBS
Council of Management
Chairman: Professor William Gibson, MA (Wales), PhD (Middlesex), DLitt
(Wales), FRHistS, FRSA, FBS
Registrar: Thorsten E. Hauler, Dipl.-Phys (Heidelberg), Dr. rer. nat. (TU
München), MInstP, FBS
Dean of Studies: Professor Bruce Christianson, MSc (Victoria NZ), DPhil (Oxon),
FNZMS, FBS
Treasurer: Ian Johnson, BA (CNAA), AIL, MInstD, FRSA, FBS
Membership Secretary: Duties performed by the Registrar
Publications Editor: Alex Kerr, MA (Oxon), MA, PhD (Reading), MISTC, FBS
Communications Officer: Elizabeth Scott, MSc (Salford), BMedSci (Sheffield),
BSc (Nottingham Trent), DPSN (OHN), CMIOSH, MIIRSM, RM, RGN, FBS
Archivist: Duties performed by the Webmaster
Webmaster: Peter J. Durant, BA (Exeter), MSc (Greenwich), FBS
Marshal: John C. Horton, BSc (Manchester), PhD (Cantab), MInstP, FBS
Colin A. M. Fleming, BA (Stirling), MA (London), CA (Bermuda & Canada), FBS
Nicholas W. Groves, MA, BMus (Wales), MA (East Anglia), BA (London),
FRHistS, FSAScot, FBS
Michael Powell, CJ, MEd, PhD (Brunel), ACertCM, AIL, MCoT, FBS

3
Published by New Prairie Press, 2016

Fellows
Professor Sir John Baker (honoris causa), author of ‘The Dress of the Cambridge
Proctors’ and ‘Doctors Wear Scarlet’
Mr David Baldwin (by submission), author of ‘“Having Dignities ….”: Academic
Attire as a Component of the Livery of the Chapel Royal’
Dr John Birch (honoris causa), President; Past President of the Royal College of
Organists
Sqd. Ldr Alan Birt (honoris causa), former editor of ‘Hoodata’
Dr John Brennan (by submission), author of ‘The Robes of the Medical Royal
Colleges and Other Societies’
Dr Giles Brightwell (foundation), Member of Council
Mr Ronald Brookes (honoris causa), Executive Ceremonies Co-ordinator, Ede &
Ravenscroft
Mr Stephen Callander (honoris causa), former Provost of the Central Institute
London
Mr Arthur B. Casey (honoris causa), researcher and biographer
The Rt Revd and Rt Hon. Richard Chartres (jure dignitatis), Patron; Bishop of
London
Professor Bruce Christianson (foundation), Dean of Studies; author of ‘Academic
Dress in the University of Hertfordshire’
Dr Noel Cox (by submission), author of website ‘Academical Dress in New
Zealand’
Mr Matthew Duckett (foundation), former Member of Council
Mr Clifford Dunkley (by submission), author of ‘Academic Dress of the University
of Leicester’
Mr Peter Durant (foundation), Webmaster to the Burgon Society
Mr Colin A. M. Fleming (by submission), Member of Council; author of ‘The
Academical Dress of the University of Stirling 1967–2006’
Ms Kerstin Froberg (honoris causa), Robemaker and designer
Professor William Gibson (by submission), Chairman; author of ‘The Regulation
of Undergraduate Academic Dress at Oxford and Cambridge, 1660–1832’
Dr Nicholas Gledhill (by submission), author of ‘A Study of the Regulation of
Academical Dress at the University of Sheffield’
The Revd Philip Goff (foundation), former Chairman; author of ‘University of
London Academic Dress’
Mr Nicholas Groves (foundation), Member of Council; former Dean of Studies;
author of ‘The Academical Robes of St. David's College Lampeter’;
‘Theological Colleges: Their Hoods and Histories’; ‘The Academical Dress of
the University of East Anglia’; co-author of ‘Academical Dress of Music
Colleges and Societies of Musicians in the United Kingdom’
Dr Thorsten Hauler (by submission), Member of Council; author of ‘Academical
Dress in Germany’
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Dr John Horton (foundation), Marshal of the Burgon Society
The Revd Dr Stephen James (foundation), former Chairman
Mr Ian Johnson (de jure), Treasurer of the Burgon Society
Dr Michael Kearsley (de jure), former Member of Council
Dr Alex Kerr (de jure), Publications Editor
The Revd Harry Krauss (honoris causa), Senior Curate of St Thomas, Fifth Avenue,
New York
Mr Philip Lowe (by submission), former Member of Council; author of ‘The
Origins and Development of Academical Dress at the Victoria University of
Manchester’
Dr John Lundy (by submission), author of ‘Academical dress of the Republic of
South Africa’
Ms Susan North (de jure), former Member of Council; Curator of Textiles and
Dress, Victoria & Albert Museum
Dr Steven Plank (by submission), author of ‘Academic Regalia at Oberlin College,
Ohio’
Dr Michael Powell (foundation), Member of Council; founder of Academic Dress
eGroup
Dr Robin Rees (foundation), former Member of Council; former editor of
‘Hoodata’
Professor Aileen Ribeiro (honoris causa), Head of the History of Dress Section,
The Courtauld Institute
Mr Matthew Cheung Salisbury (by submission), author of ‘“By Our Gowns Were
We Known”: The Development of Academic Dress at the University of Toronto’
Miss Elizabeth Scott (by submission), Communications Officer; author of
‘Merging Traditions: Nurses and Academic Dress’
Dr Mary Shaw (honoris causa), widow of Dr George Shaw
Mr Nick Shipp (honoris causa), Logistics Manager, Ede & Ravenscroft
The Revd Ambrose Southward (by submission), author of ‘Is Academic Dress
Obsolete in the 21st Century?’; ‘St. Bees College, Cumberland’; and ‘The Hood
of the Carlisle & Blackburn Diocesan Training Institute’
Dr James Thomson (jure dignitatis), Patron; Master of Charterhouse
Mr John Venables (honoris causa), Chairman of the Board, Shepherd & Woodward
Professor Graham Zellick (honoris causa), former Vice-Chancellor of the
University of London
Deceased Fellows
Mr Leonard Brown, FBS honoris causa died 2007
Professor Bruno Neveu, FBS honoris causa died 2004
Dr George Wenham Shaw, FBS honoris causa died 2006
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Other Subscribing Members
Anders Ahlqvist
Kevin J. Alban
Eli N. Avila

Ian Baird Galbraith
Peter John Gorton
David Grant
Roger T. Greenacre
Jackie Lynn Gregory
Mark N. Gretason
Brian Vann Griffith
Leslie Grout

J. Harry E. Baker
Robert Balchin
John J. Barnes
Anthony M. Barratt
David C. M.Barton
William Beckles
James Birch
John Bishop
Alan Booth
Michael H. L. Brewer
Godfrey Brown
Donald Reeve Buttress

Brian John Taylor Hanson
Patrick Martin Harrigan
Hilary Risdon Haydon
Andrew J. C. Hogg
Garry Paul Humphreys
Robyn Humphries
Nicholas James Jackson
Trevor Vernon Jennings
Colin Graeme Johnson
Keith Grant Jones
Anthony Jordan

Anthony Caldicott
Susan Marian McClure CampbellWright
Peter Relph Carr
Leslie Carrick-Smith
Oliver James Coddington
Jonathan Carlos Cooper
Barry Copping
Ivor Cornish
Paul Robert Coxon
Kenneth Ian Crawford
John Cummings

Stephen F. Keevil
Malcolm David Kemp
Stephen John Klimczuk
Paul C. Larson
Edward George Lawrence
Bryan George Lowe

Andrew Davis
Graham Deans
Michael L. Diamond
Alexander Nicholas Chua Duggan

William Maddox
Ken Martin
Yves Mausen
Timothy Nicholas Milner
Christopher James Mogridge
Edward Moroney
Simon James Morris
Roger Moult
Jonathan Munn

Leslie D. Fife
John Fitzgerald
Ron Fletcher
Anthony William Fox
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Robin Nash
Emilia Neufeld
Harry G. G. Nevill
Peter Newing
Stuart Newton

William John Smith
Richard Ernest Noel Strevens

Ooi Kim Wei Toh

Geoffrey D. Underwood

Brian Parsons
Kevin Dennis Paul
Herman A. Peterson

Anthony Michael Dermot Gerard
Walsh
Jason Walsh
Barry Williams
Richard Alun Williams
Robert B. Williams
Terry Worroll

Peter Alrick Thompson
Brian Turvey

Anthony Reader-Moore
Leslie M. M. Robarts
Timothy Charles Roll-Pickering
Alan Ross

Charlie Yongle Xu
Reginald P. F. Saunders
Richard England Schlaudroff
Stuart William Sime

Ian Ira Yemm

Corporate Members
Cosprop Ltd
Ede & Ravenscroft Ltd
Marston Robing Ltd

M. Perkins & Son Ltd
Success Photography
Wippell & Company Ltd
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George Wenham Shaw
1928–2006

For over forty years Dr George Shaw’s publications on academical dress have
served as an introduction for the new enthusiast and as reference works to be
returned to again and again by the seasoned student of the subject. He was the
doyen of this field, always ready to assist and encourage others in their interest and
research and a keen supporter of the Burgon Society.
George was born on 28 April 1928 in Stalybridge, Cheshire. His family moved to
the Manchester area when he was six. He attended Altrincham Grammar School,
where the masters wore gowns, and this fired his interest in academical dress. His
English master had a London BA gown with a Northam’s label, and so George
wrote to Northam’s and purchased a second-hand gown for 12s. 6d. plus 6d. for
postage!
When he left school he worked in industry for two years in a chemical company
manufacturing DDT. He studied part-time at UMIST, and his interest changed
from Chemistry to Biology. He decided to go into full-time education, but 1946
was a bad time for finding a university place as everyone was coming back from
the war. George gained a place at Swansea, but found it did not provide what he
wanted and so he moved to Bangor. During his last year there he spent time at the
laboratory working on cytogenetics and published a paper on the subject. After
graduating in 1950 he took up his first teaching post, at Deacon’s School,
Peterborough. He was impressed to find that the Head asked staff to wear
academical dress. In his spare time he continued to do research and, being near
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Cambridge, he was able to get help and supervision from academics working in the
same field. He submitted his thesis to the University of Wales in 1953 and gained
his MSc. In the same year he moved to North Devon to join the staff at West
Buckland School near Barnstaple. Again he carried on his interest in experimental
cytology, doing research in his spare time. After three years he found it difficult to
pursue these interests without access to a university department specializing in the
field. He decided to give up teaching for a while in favour of full-time research. In
1956, with a DSIR grant to support him, he went up to Wadham College, Oxford,
as a postgraduate student with a research position in the Department of Botany. In
1958 he presented his thesis and was awarded a DPhil. He found the life of a
researcher rather lonely and he missed school life. He looked for a post in a public
school, was interviewed at Lancing College and was appointed, and that was where
he spent the rest of his teaching career.
Shortly after his arrival at Lancing he married Mary, whom he met as a fellow
postgraduate researcher at Oxford. They settled into life at the College in 1958 and
during the following years the family grew with the arrival of two sons and two
daughters. The position of the school in its idyllic setting, together with the
attraction of being part of a warm and vibrant community, made any suggestion of
a move a somewhat lost cause.
In 1969 the Institute of Biology made him a Fellow. He felt honoured to hold
this position which was mainly offered to university academics and only very
rarely to schoolmasters.
In 1970 the University of Hong Kong asked him if he would be interested in
submitting copies of all his published works to them to be assessed for the award of
a DSc. He complied with the request and in due course the degree was conferred on
him in absentia. He was always slightly puzzled and bemused by this award.
In 1980 he was awarded a Schoolmaster’s Fellowship to Girton College,
Cambridge, and he took up residence at the College for the Lent term. He was able
to make use of University facilities and to have the stimulation of Cambridge
academic life for the eight-week term. He found this rewarding and it gave him
renewed energy to return to his teaching. Girton College subsequently made him a
Fellow Commoner.
On George’s retirement from Lancing, he and Mary settled in Grantchester,
near Cambridge. He became a member of the University of the Third Age in
Cambridge and for a number of years gave an annual course of lectures in Genetics
and Human Biology.
In his early days in Sussex, George saw a newspaper article by Dr Charles
Franklyn and afterwards went to see him to discuss their common interest in
academical dress. Franklyn was also an authority on heraldry and genealogy—and
cats—and would turn the conversation to these topics instead. George found him to
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be an irascible and opinionated man, and especially remembered him being a
difficult dinner guest!
The new University of Sussex was chartered in 1961, and George submitted a
scheme for academical dress. It was based on a claret colour and Wippell made up
some hoods, which George took to the Vice-Chancellor. He had another set made
up in blue. This submission was unsuccessful, but later George designed robes for
a number of other academic institutions. Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario,
gave him a commission for a set all in green. Then Strathclyde adopted several
revisions he proposed. In 1965 the Professor of Horticulture at Bath asked him to
design a system of academical dress, which he based on the colour of Bath stone.
The University of Bath recognized his work with an Honorary MA.
In 1966 George published his book Academical Dress of British Universities.
He had received help from many universities but not all the old-established
robemakers co-operated. Indeed, he felt there was annoyance in some quarters that
he had published a book on the subject at all. Franklyn reacted angrily to it: he
obviously thought only he could write authoritatively on academical dress. His
four-page, vitriolic review in Oxford was dismissive and consisted mainly of selfcongratulation on his own designs for Hull and Southampton. However, the book
was well received elsewhere: Peter Preston wrote a review in the Guardian entitled
‘All Mod Dons’ and came to visit George for a day.
After the publication of Academical Dress of British Universities there were
more commissions. Simon Bolivar University in Caracas asked him to design a
system of robes and he was offered an honorary degree there (but he never
travelled to Venezuela to collect it). Also in 1969 he drew up a scheme for the new
University of Ulster. His designs for the Institute of Biology were adopted in 1979.
Academical dress worldwide was to be surveyed in a series of cards
commissioned by Ferrograde Laboratories, and George made a set of designs. The
project was never completed, but at that time he began work on a book on
academical dress worldwide. He then discovered that Hugh Smith had a similar
project that was well advanced.
E. W. Scobie Stringer had revised and published the fourth edition of Frank
Haycraft’s Degrees and Hoods of the World’s Universities and Colleges in 1948.
His family, who held the copyright, contacted a number of acknowledged
authorities on academical dress, including George, in the late 1960s with a view to
producing a new edition. George contributed a substantial amount of material, but
Franklyn took over the editorship—and took possession of the whole project. He
did not consult the other editors, but incorporated their material as he saw fit. The
book was published in 1972, with a print run of 500 copies.
In 1992 George published a profusely illustrated 32-page booklet entitled
Cambridge University Academical Dress, with Notes on Oxford Academical Dress
and in 1995 a second, much expanded edition of his 1966 book, now entitled
Academical Dress of British and Irish Universities.
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When the Burgon Society was founded in 2000 it was natural that George should
be one of those invited to become a Fellow honoris causa. He was admitted at the
Society’s first Congregation in October 2001. From the beginning he was an
enthusiastic member, giving generous practical support to the Society’s activities
and encouraging individual members in their study of academical dress.
At a Burgon Society study day at Girton College, Cambridge, in 2005, George
announced his intention to pass the copyright of Academical Dress of British and
Irish Universities to the Society, with the hope that a third edition might be
published in due course. He also donated his important collection of
correspondence, photographs and antique prints relating to academical dress to the
Society’s archive to help with future research.
In 2005 he agreed to become one of the Society’s Patrons. He greatly
appreciated the honour paid to him by the Society and it gave him very much
pleasure to hold the position.
George died in Cambridge on 27 November 2006, having spent much of the year in
and out of hospital following heart surgery in January to replace a faulty aortic
valve.
He enjoyed a full and happy life with many interests which gave him great
satisfaction. He was devoted to his family, as a husband, a father and a grandfather
to his eight grandchildren. His professional life was of immense importance to him
and in his teaching career the success of his pupils was paramount. He also greatly
valued the companionship of his many friends and colleagues. His association with
the Burgon Society, and all those connected with it, was the crowning delight of his
final years.
Alex Kerr and Mary Shaw

George’s widow, Dr Mary Shaw, is arranging to assign copyright in all George’s
writings on academical dress to the Society and plans are already well advanced to
publish a new edition of Academical Dress of British and Irish Universities.
Members of Council were very pleased that Mary agreed to accept an honorary
FBS. She was warmly welcomed at Congregation in October 2007, when the award
was conferred.
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Len Brown
1918–2007
Len Brown was born in 1918 in Porthcawl. His family went to live in Cambridge in
1928 and he attended Parkside School. On leaving school, Len worked for a while
with statistics, for the Cambridge Gas Company, until war broke out and he was
called up for military service, becoming a drill instructor in the Cambridgeshire
Regiment, at Aldershot Barracks. Later he went to Halifax for a time before the
regiment was ordered to Singapore. The required medical inspection revealed a
serious problem in one of his eyes and he was discharged.
In 1945 Len joined the Cambridge company, Joshua Taylor, as a ledger clerk
and worked with clothing coupons. At that time Joshua Taylor had a small unit in
Portugal Place making children’s clothing; but Bill Plumb, Clerical and Academic
Specialist at A. G. Almond, suggested that Len might make some college gowns
since several of the smaller outfitters were experiencing production problems.
Moreover, at this time Joshua Taylor was developing its own manufacture of highquality curtains and soft furnishings, and Len was attending courses run by the
Royal College of Art and Heal’s of Tottenham Court Road, in London.
With these skills and experience, Len was increasingly involved in
manufacturing robes. He worked with several institutions on their designs for
academical dress. In the 1960s, for example, he worked with Hardy Amies and the
robemaker Cobbleys, of Brighton and Hove, on the academical dress designs for
Sussex University; and with Cecil Beaton on the robes for the University of East
Anglia, in Norwich.
He met frequently with W. N. Hargreaves-Mawdsley, the author of A History of
Academical Dress in Europe, and was involved with the design of robes for the
Cranfield Institute of Technology, now Cranfield University, Bedfordshire.
At its zenith, Joshua Taylor employed thirty-six members of staff in the making
of robes and in 1968 Len was made a Director of the company. In 1992 Joshua
Taylor was sold to Ede and Ravenscroft and Len became a production consultant
working at the newly built production plant at Littleport, near Ely.
During his time Len produced robes for many universities in Britain and around
the world, as far as Australia and Papua New Guinea. He also had the honour of
making the coronation robes for the King and Queen of Tonga (which I remember
trying on during one of my schoolboy visits to Len at Joshua Taylor). These robes
were vast, like their owners, and the King’s robe was modelled by a policeman
standing upon another policeman’s shoulders!
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Joshua Taylor also manufactured clerical wear and Len assisted the outfitters
Thomas Pratt, formerly of Southampton Row WC2, and now alas long gone; and
Vanheems, formerly of Berners Street W1, then of Ealing, and more recently gone.
One of the special items he was asked to make was a St Andrews University
undergraduate gown for Prince William. His Royal Highness was just six months
old at the time the University asked Len to make this, and there must be more to
this curious tale.
Friends, acquaintances and colleagues of Len all knew him to be a courteous
and genial man and there are several members of the Burgon Society whose
childhood interest in academical costume was encouraged and helped by Len’s
hospitality and generosity at Joshua Taylor.
Already a Fellow of several colleges of music, Len was admitted to the
Fellowship of the Burgon Society honoris causa at Congregation in October 2003,
in absence because he was not well enough to travel to London. He was invested in
person with the FBS hood in a ceremony on the occasion of the Society’s study
day, appropriately on the subject of robes and robemaking in Cambridge, held at
Girton College in November 2003.
Len Brown died on 23 November 2007.
Philip Goff
Nick Groves writes:
I first came across Len Brown in about 1991, when some friends of mine
discovered Cambridge Robes in Portugal Place, which was his own firm. They
were very impressed with the quality of the robes he produced, and also by the
prices! They were looking for a robemaker for the then newly established (and
currently dormant) Cambridge Society of Musicians, and decided to appoint Len.
As a result, he was also given the contract for the Norwich School of Church
Music. He was made an Honorary Life Member of both (HonNSCM, HonCSM) in
due course. The FCSM hood in the Burgon Society Archive is one of his.
He was always willing to make up whatever one wanted: when the CSM
decided to have a parallel academical dress scheme based on the American
Intercollegiate Code, he duly produced an FCSM hood of incredible size (about
five feet long) with chevrons, bindings, etc. A number of the other ‘bespoke’ hoods
he produced are still in circulation.
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Burgon Society Events in 2006
17 June

Visit to Chichester Cathedral
Programme included:
Talks by Donald Buttress, on his former role as Surveyor of the
Fabric of Chichester Cathedral, and by the Very Revd Nicholas
Frayling, Dean of Chichester, on John William Burgon, his
predecessor.
Evensong in the Cathedral, with Burgon Society Members
attending in academical dress.

16 July

Garden Party
Westminster Institute, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford
Programme included:
Illustrated talks
Dr Alex Kerr — Oxford Academical Dress in Grimm’s
Sketches, 1783: Fact or Fairytale (on pencil drawing in the
British Library by Samuel Hieronymus Grimm)
Nicholas Groves — Where did you get that hood? (on the
evolution of hood patterns)
Organ recital in the chapel by Giles Brightwell

14 October

AGM and Congregation
Charterhouse, London
Annual General Meeting
Admission to the Fellowship of the Burgon Society:
David Baldwin (by submission — ‘Having Dignities ... ’:
Academic Attire as a Component of the Livery of the Chapel
Royal)
John Brennan (by submission — The Robes of the Medical
Royal Colleges and Other Societies)
Colin Fleming (by submission — The Academical Dress of the
University of Stirling, 1967–2005)
Matthew Cheung Salisbury (by submission — ‘By Our Gowns
Were We Known … ’: The Development of Academic Dress
at the University of Toronto)
Nick Shipp (honoris causa)
Talk by Nick Shipp — Design Influences on Academical Dress
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